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Participant Information Sheet 
Topic: An Evaluation of the Implementation of Post-Disaster Reconstruction Strategies under the Resource Management and Building Acts in New Zealand.
This project is being carried out by James Olabode Bamidele Rotimi as a requirement for the award of a Doctor of Philosophy degree, under the supervision of Dr. Bruce Deam. 

The aim of this project is to facilitate both efficient and effective reconstruction of the built environment after disasters, through the implementation of enabling provisions within the Resource Management Act and Building Act.

You are invited to participate in this survey as a professional who has knowledge of legislation that may influence post-disaster reconstruction of the built environment. It will be highly appreciated if you can fill out the attached questionnaire and supply any additional information which you may find useful based on your experience. Completion of the questionnaire should take approximately 20 minutes.
The questionnaire has the following objectives:

· To determine the effect that existing provisions within the Resource Management and Building Act will have on the reconstruction of the built environment after major natural disaster events in New Zealand.

· To determine how the span of control and liabilities of appointed Recovery Coordinators could be enhanced through legislation, so that they retain control of reconstruction after the initial response.

· To determine how the existing arrangements for emergency readiness and response can be extended to cater for the longer-term recovery period especially after the expiration of declared state of emergencies.

· To determine how the consenting process can be simplified and made more responsive to potential higher demands during the reconstruction period, reducing the frustrations experienced under the current process.

As a follow-up to this questionnaire, the researcher may ask you to participate in an interview to discuss your responses. You will be able to review the transcript of this interview.

You are assured of strict confidentiality in the research process and in subsequent publications. All identifying features of you or your organisation will be coded. You are free to ask the researcher to not use any of the information you have given, and, if you wish, you can ask to see the report before it is submitted for examination. 

The project has been reviewed and approved by the University of Canterbury’s Human Ethics Committee (Ref. No. 2007/148). If you have any questions or concern about the research, please contact Dr. Deam by email (bruce.deam@canterbury.ac.nz) or phone him on 03 364 2601.
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